
2020 GPISD Advanced Academics Grade 6 Summer Reading  

Required reading: 
 
All students enrolling in Grade 6 Advanced Academics English Language Arts will choose and read two texts from 
the approved course lists below and complete an assignment. Students will choose one book from the Fiction list 
AND one book from the Literary Nonfiction list to read.   
 
The summer reading book of choice should be something that the student wants to read. The titles on these lists 
encompass a variety of content, so it is the responsibility of the student and parent to make an appropriate 
selection.  
 
To help pick your books, you can:  
 

● read reviews and a synopsis at http://www.goodreads.com  
● read reviews by parents and students at https://www.commonsensemedia.org  
● do a web search for the Scholastic summary 

 
Not every website will have every title listed below, so ask family, friends, neighbors, or teachers for their 
recommendations.  
 
Fiction (Choose one): 
 

1. A Night Divided, Jennifer A. Nielsen 
2. Drums, Girls, & Dangerous Pie, Jordan Sonnenblick 
3. Eleven, Tom Rogers 
4. Out of My Mind, Sharon Draper 
5. The Crossover, Alexander Kwame 
6. A Wrinkle in Time, Madeleine L’Engle 

 
Literary Nonfiction (Choose one): 
 

1. Almost Astronauts: Thirteen Women Who Dared to Dream, Tanya Lee Stone 
2. Candy Bomber: The Story of the Berlin Airlift’s “Chocolate Pilot,” Michael O. Tunnell 
3. Guys Read: True Stories, Jon Scieszka  
4. How Writers Work: Finding a Process that Works for You, Ralph Fletcher 
5. Soul Surfer, Bethany Hamilton 
6. The Big Ideas that Changed the World, Dorling Kindersley 

 
Assignment: 
 
Students will complete one assignment for each book:    
 

1. Fiction: This assignment is due September 8, 2020.  As you read your chosen fiction book, you will 
complete a “Tracking Your Thinking Over the Course of a Book” dialectical journal. Instructions, examples, 
and a rubric for the assignment are on the GPISD website: http://www.gpisd.org/apsummerreading. See 
the assignment sheet for more details. 

 
2. Literary Nonfiction: During the first nine weeks of school, you will complete a choice project over your 

nonfiction book. Your teacher will provide details about this assignment when you return to school. 


